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Spencer, among philosophers ; Bright, and other Liberal
politicians; Professor Huxley, Mr. Frederick Harrison,
and Mr. Goldwin Smith. A Jamaica Committee was
formed by the latter party, of which the first chairman
was Mr. Charles Buxton, and the second Mill himself. It
is not necessary at the present day to recount in
detail the arguments that were urged on both sides. It
is clear enough that the plea of Carlyle, and all those who
took up what was called the " damned nigger " view, was
that, in a moment of general panic, Governor Eyre
by his promptitude had saved the island. They did
not deny that cruel acts had been committed; they
only urged that it was better, even at the price of
cruelty, to put down every chance of a general out-
break. The party led by Mill was, so far as we can
see, animated by the purest motives. Whether they
sufficiently estimated the conditions under which a
government of Blacks by Whites has to be carried on
is, perhaps, an open question; but there was no doubt
that it was their chief desire to vindicate the fair fame of
England from the stain of ferocious outrage. The late
Professor Green of Oxford, himself a Humanitarian and
a Moralist, once remarked that he would rather have
been Mill than Carlyle, perhaps in reference to this very
controversy. ^ However unpopular Mill's activity against
Governor Eyre might have made him at the moment, it
is probable that most thinking men of the present day
will consider that the part which he took in this
matter is one of the chief evidences of the high moral
spirit which animated him in his public life. His
speech on this question in, the House, when he
jnoyed that recent transactions in Jamaica required thether party were Mill and F^rbertiction of martial law.
